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^LtnTWj ,&£>*.  £\  S  MEDIA  FACT  SHEET 

jciuix     BO  SCULPTURE  DEDICATION 

^7  /n  .  ,cv^  OLD  CAPITOL  ART  FAIR 

J    ^    '  /  A.4A  j  3  P.M.  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  21,  1976 

1.  The  sculpture  is  a  gift  to  the  City  of  Springfield  from  the  Old  Capitol 
Art  Fair. 

2.  The  gift  was  made  possible  by  the  donations  of  patrons  of  the  Old 
Capitol  Art  Fair,  plus  a  $1,500  donation  from  the  Illinois  Arts  Council. 

3.  Total  cost  of  the  sculpture  is  $8,000. 

4.  The  sculpture  was  designed  and  created  by  Abbott  Pattison,  whose 
biography  is  attached. 

5.  The  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair  decided  that  a  gift  to  the  city  of  a  major  piece 
of  art  would  be  its  Bi-Centennial  project. 

6.'     The  works  of  50  artists  were  screened  via  slides;  then  three  artists  were 
interviewed  personally  in  Springfield,  and  then  Pattison  was  selected. 

7.  The  new  Lincoln  Library  was  selected  as  the  site  for  the  work  because 
the  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair's  permanent  city  collection  will  eventuaiiy  be 
housed  there. 

8.  The  sculpture  will  be  dedicated,  then  moved  inside  the  library  for  storage 
until  arrangements  are  completed  for  its  permanent. installation  near  the 
Capitol  Avenue  entrance  to  the  library. 

9.  Participating  in  the  dedication  ceremonies: 

Jim  Turpin 

Chairman 

1977  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair 

William  Telford 

Mayor 

City  of  Springfield 

John  Giachetto  "^ 

Member 

Public  Building  Commission 

Evelyn  Yurdin 

President 

Lincoln  Library  Board 

Abbott  Pattison 
Sculptor 
Winnetka,  Illinois 
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90TH   YEAR 
1886-1976 


PUBLIC   LIBRARY   OF   SPRINGFIELD,    ILLINOIS 

MAY,  1976 


SCULPTOR  CHOSEN 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair  has 
chosen  Abbott  Pattison  to  create  a  piece  of  sculpture  for 
the  new  Lincoln  Library  building,  which  will  be  donated  to 
the  city  on  behalf  of  the  Fair's  Board  and  Patrons.  The 
sculpture  is  to  be  of  Corten  steel  and  eight  feet  in  height. 
It  will  stand  near  the  main  Capitol  Avenue  entrance  of  the 
WSyggl  library. 

ff  Pattison,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  and  Yale  School  of 

P^'\\ \\4/.-  *     ' M  ^'ne  Arts,  's  well-known  in  the  art  world.  His  work  is  in  the 

|%tx" ;'- \ Ovjfc    J  permanent  collections  of  the  Whitney  Museum  in  New  York, 

Art    Institute    of    Chicago,    Israeli    State    Museum,    Chrysler 

Museum,  Corcoran  Museum  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the 

San  Francisco  Museum,  to  name  a  few. 

He  is  also  represented  in  such  outstanding  public  collec- 
tions as  Johnson  Wax  Co.,  Menninger  Foundation,  Hirschon  Collection,  and  the  Leigh 
Block  Collection,  and  abroad  in  Buckingham  Palace  and  the  collection  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Windsor.  He  has  many  commissioned  sculptures  in  the  Chicago  area 
and  one  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  building  here  in  Springfield. 

Pattison  has  had  eight  one-man  shows  in  New  York  City  and  20  one-man  shows 
in  the  Chicago  area  since  1940.  Among  the  numerous  prizes  he  has  received  are  ones 
from  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago,  the  Metropolitan  Museum,  and  the  1963  Prize  Inter- 
national Sculpture  Show. 

This   is   not  the   first  time   the   artist   has   been    commissioned   to    execute   a    work    to 


Abbott  Pattison 


enhance  a  library.  The  Chicago  Public, 
Glenview  Library  and  Northbrook  Library 
are  each  the  proud  possessors  of  a  Patti- 
son sculpture.  The  state  too  can  take 
pride  in  this  fine  artist,  for  his  home  and 
studios  are  in  Winnetka. 

By  the  end  of  this  month  he  will  sub- 
mit 4-6  models  for  the  project  from  which 
one  will  be  chosen.  Just  by  coincidence, 
Pattison's  summer  studio  is  in  Lincolnville, 
Maine,  where  this  year  he  expects  to  de- 
vote all  his  time  to  the  piece  for  Lincoln 
Library.  He  believes  the  work  will  be  com- 
pleted and  installed  in  time  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  building  in  late  fall. 

The  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair  organization 
held  a  fund-raising  party  recently  to  in- 
troduce Mr.  Pattison  to  their  members  and 
announce  that  he  had  been  selected  from 
an  extensive  list  of  sculptors  interested  in 
the  project.  The  fund  drive  has  not  been 
completed.  Persons  wanting  to  help  with 
the  enterprise  should  contact  Mrs.  Robert 
Hayner. 


of    Lottie    Holman    O'Neil,    first    woman    lo 
Illinois   legislature,    State   Capitol   rotunda. 


Sculptor    installing    copper    bos    relief 

lor    Central    National    Bank    of    Cleveland. 


Granite  work  was  still  progressing  on 
the  second  level  and  windows  were  going 
in  on  the  third  floor  when  this  photo- 
graph was  taken  April  26.  Workmen 
were  installing  the  grid  to  support  the 
acoustical  ceiling  tile  on  the  first  floor. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  car- 
peting and  such  basic  furniture  as  shelv- 
ing, catalog  files,  and  service  desks. 
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90TH  YEAR 
1886-1976 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 
DECEMBER,  1976 


A    MERRY    CHRISTMAS    TO    ALL 

Years  ago,  during  the  Great  Depression  of  the  30s,  Carter 
Jenkins  worked  for  the  National  Park  Service  where  he  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  restoration  of  all  "points  of  interest"  in 
Lincoln's  career.  The  last  part  of  that  job  was  the  restoration 
of  New  Salem  and  repair  work  at  Lincoln's  home  and  tomb. 

Jenkins  stayed  on  in  Springfield  to  found  the  firm  of  con- 
sulting engineers,  Carter  Jenkins  &  Associates.  The  great 
amount  of  study  he  had  performed  in  conjunction  with  that 
earlier  job  gave  him  the  idea  of  doing  a  sketch  and  writing 
"holiday  greetings  based  on  a  combination  of  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child  and  the  life  of  Lincoln  as  he  proceeded  towards 
world-wide  fame  as  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
saviour  of  this  nation  by  winning  the  Civil  War." 

Over  the  years  the  Christmas  cards  were  sent  to  friends 
and  clients,  and  to  heads  of  state  around  the  world.  Lucky 
recipients  began  to  look  forward  to  receiving  the  newest 
original  design  from  Jenkins'  pen.  Now  a  complete  set  of  the 
cards  has  been  given  to  the  Sangamon  Valley  Collection  by 
Mr.  Jenkins  at  the  library's  request,  and  the  1976  version  will 
be  arriving  soon.  The  one  reproduced  here  shows  A.  Lincoln 
as  a  surveyor  and  is  dated  1952. 

GIFT    SCULPTURE    UNVEILED 

Thanks  to  the  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair  organization  which 
wanted  to  make  a  Bicentennial  gift  of  a  major  piece  of  art  to 
the  city,  Lincoln  Library  has  acquired  a  powerful  piece  of 
sculpture  to  enhance  the  new  library  building. 

Abbott  Pattison,  an  internationally  noted  sculptor,  was 
chosen  to  create  the  eight-foot-high  statue  which  was  un- 
veiled and  dedicated  Sunday,  November  21 . 

The  architectural  style  of  the  building  did  not  call  for  a 
romantic  conception  of  Lincoln,  Pattison  stated.  Instead,  he 
strove  for  an  interesting,  powerful  shape  which  would  reflect 
the  grandeur  and  nobility  of  Lincoln's  character.  The  head  is 
not  classical,  but  rather  Pattison's  abstract  conception  of  the 
subject's  character.  The  sculptor  remarked  that  he  expected 
his  conception  would  be  controversial,  but  that  any  piece  of 
work  that  never  elicited  any  controversy  was  bound  to  be 
dull. 

The  sculpture  will  eventually  stand  near  the  Capitol 
Avenue  entrance  of  the  library,  which  Pattison  praised  as  a 
very  handsome  building  most  unusual  in  a  city  the  size  of 
Springfield. 
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Left:  Mrs.  Donald  Yurdin,  library 

board  president,  accepts  sculpture 

as  Jim  Turpin,  1977  Ch.  Old 

Capitol  Art  Fair,  John  Giachetto 

of  the  Public  Building  Commission, 

and  Mayor  William  Telford  listen. 


Center:  Part  of  the  crowd  which 

braved  the  cold  winds 

to  attend  the  dedication. 
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'Abel statue  is  unveiled 


Combining  abstract  proposals  and  the  power  and  majesty  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Abbott  Pattison  designed  and  built  the 
sculpture  that  highlights  the  new  Lincoln  Library  entran- 
ceway. 


The  eight-foot  high,  three-dimensional,  black  brass  and 
bronze  sculpture  of  Lincoln  was  dedicated  Sunday  afternoon  at 
the  library  entranceway. 

Participating  in  the  ceremonies  were  Mayor  William  Tel- 
ford; Jim  Turpin,  chairman  of  the  1977  Old  Capitol 
Art  Fair;  John  Giachetto,  member  of  the  Public  Building 
Commission;  Evelyn  Yurdin,  president  of  the  Lincoln  Library1 
Board;  and  the  a  ward- winning  artist,  Pattison. 

Pattison,  Internationally  known,  said  it  was  a  great  honor 
for  him  to  have  been  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  Old  Capitol 
Art  Fair  to  do  the  sculpture. 

Pattison,  a  native  Chicagoan,  said  the  sculpture  represents  a 
"marriage  of  modem  Springfield  and  Lincoln's  day,  if  you  can 
put  those  things  in  the  same  recipe, 

"I'm  not  going  to  suggest  that  everyone  is  going  to  be 
'wowed'  about  my  sculpture.  But  that  building  does  not  call  for 
a  romantic  picture  of  Lincoln.  It  was  a  compromise  between 
the  completely  abstract  and  a  man  whom  we  all  admired  from 
childhood,"  Pattison  explained.  \\ 

The  unnamed  abstract  sculpture  captures  Lincoln's  head 
and  facial  lines  and  portrays  an  abstract  body.       '        ' 

Pattison  admitted  that  it  was  difficult  to  design  his  Lincoln 
in  light  of  the  traditional, 'classical  portrayals  of  Lincoln  that 
pervade  the  city. 

He  said  it  was  as  if  he  were  walking  a  tightrope,  "straddling 
a  resemblance,  something  to  do  with  Lincoln,  with  being  sym- 
pathetic to  the  lines  and  shapes  of  the  building."  \ 

The  sculpture  is  a  $8,000  Bicentennial  gift  to  Springfield  from 
the  Old  Capitol  Art  Fair  made  possible  through  patron  dona- 
tions and  $1,500  from  the  Illinois  Arts  CounciL 

Pattison,  who  began  his  series  of  studies,  sketches  and  pro- 
posals in  April,  was  selected  by  a  committee  after  exam- 
ination of  the  works  of  50  artists. 

Pattison  said  he  constructed  the  sculpture  rapidly  during  the 
summer.  He  worked  long  hours,  six  days  a  week  in  order  to 
complete  the  piece  of  art  in  two  months. 

The  artist,  who  considers  himself  a  stonemason,  metalist, 
idea  man  and  salesman  all  in  one,  said  it  was  a  wild,  laborious 
and  physical  job  to  construct  such  a  sculpture,  but  he  added,  , 
he  wouldn't  be  a  sculptor  if  he  didn't  enjoy  working  with  his 
hands.  l 

Pattison  said  the  sculpture's  black  color  may  change  after 
five  years,' possibly  to  green,  depending  upon  the  metal's 
chemical  reaction  with  the  air. 

Pattison,  who  has  had  close  to  30  Chicago  and  New  York 
one-man  shows,  has  studios  in  Winnetka  and  Maine,  and  his 
works  are'  displayed  in  many  museums  throughout  the  world. 

The  sculpture  will  remain  inside  the  library  until  it  is  per- 
manently installed  near  the  Capitol  Avenue  entrance. 
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